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PETROGLYPHS OF GRENADA
AND A RECENTLY DISCOV-
ERED PETROGLYPH IN ST
VINCENT

By Thomas Huckerby

GRENADA was sighted by Columbus

on August 10, 1498, during his

third voyage. On July 31 he en-

tered the Gulf of Paria, Trinidad,

from the south, and after cruising about the

shores of that island and the mainland, he

passed through the Boca del Dragon, the

northern outlet of the gulf, on the afternoon

of August 14. The next morning, being the

Feast of the Assumption of the Virgin, while

standing to the northward, he saw to the

northeast, many leagues away, two islands,

which he called Assumption and Concep-

tion, the former being Tobago and the latter

Grenada. He continued his voyage, not
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144 PETEOGLYPHS

visiting either of the islands. For many
years the natives were left in undisturbed

possession.

An attempt to colonize the island was

made by an English Company of Merchants

in 1609, which ended disastrously on account

of the continued and bitter opposition of the

inhabitants. Before the close of the year

they were compelled to return to England.

In 1638 a Frenchman named Poincy

endeavored to make a landing, but was

driven off by the Carib.

Twelve years later, in 1650, Monsieurs

Houel and Du Parquet, shareholders of the

French Company of the Islands of America,

purchased Grenada from the company. Du
Parquet landed in June of that year with a

following of two hundred men, the Carib

not opposing the landing, probably because

they were overawed by the strength of the

force which accompanied him, or it may be

that they were influenced by the trinkets

and liberal presents bestowed upon them.

Pere du Terte states that "the island was

fairly ceded by the natives themselves to the

French nation in lawful purchase for some
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HUCKERBY—GRENADA PETROGLYPKS PL. II

VARIOUS FIGURES ON THE TOP OF THE MOUNT RICH BOWLDER.
NOT SEEN IN THE PHOTOGRAPHS



THE CARIB
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154 PETROGLYPHS

Mallery^° makes the following statement:

"American pictographs are not to be regarded
as mere curiosities. In some localities they
represent the only intellectual remains of the
ancient inhabitants. Wherever found, they
bear significantly upon the evolution of the

human mind."

In another part of his important work he

quotes Dr Hoffman's report on the petro-

glyphs of Owens valley, Cal. The Doctor

says:

"It is probable that they are not meaning-
less, because the disposition of the Indian, as

he is today, is such that no time would be spent

upon such laborious work, without an object,

and only motives of a religious or ceremonial

nature would induce him to spend the time and
labor necessary to accompUsh such results."

In connection with his account of a

visit to the petroglyphs of Pipestone, Minn.,

Mr W. H. Holmes^i says:

"All were near the base of one of the great

granite bowlders, and it is said that formerly,

within the memory of the living, the place was
visited by Indians, who wished to consult the

gods." . .

Richard Andree^^ thinks that the figures

represent no more than schoolboy cuttings
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PETROGLYPH ON BEACH BETWEEN VICTORIA AND GOUYAVF
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLATES

General Description.—This engraved rock

is found on the Mt Rich estate, Sauteurs, close

to the bed of St Patricks river. The surface of

the bowlder has been subjected to considerable

erosion. It was found difficult to obtain satis-

factory exposures on account of the irregular

formation of the surface, the close proximity of

the river, and the dense cocoa cultivation. The
characters are of the deeply incised type. The
top of the stone seems to have been covered

originally with engravings, but some of them
have become blurred and indecipherable by the

process of weathering.

Plate I.—This gives a view of the top of

the rock. It is quite probable that the side,

part of which is seen in front of the stone, was
originally much more exposed. Vegetation and
soil seem to have silted down from the higher
surfaces and covered a large portion of it.

Probably this covered part contains a number
of engravings. An attempt to dig down was
made, but it was impracticable to do much in
this direction on account of the mass of tree
roots. One figure was brought to view, part
of which was indistinct. An attempt to give
an idea of its configuration is here made (1).
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160 PETROGLYPHS

The next figure (2) is found in a natural de-
pression at the base of the rock.

The two characters given below (3, 4) are
inscribed near the same spot. The dotted lines

between the eyes of the second figure (4) indi-

cate an uncertain line.

Plate II.—This presents a series of drawings
of petroglyphs on top of the rock, not shown in

the three photographs of the Mount Rich pic-

ture-writings, and two other figures (5, 6) follow.

(2)
Plate III.—The first figure on the right, as

sketched by Dr Karl Sapper, Professor of Geog-
raphy in Tubingen University, in his work on

the volcanoes of Central America
and the West Indies,^* is given

as seen in the accompanying
drawing (7) . It is probable that

he was misled by a natural line,

y
evidently caused by the scaling

of the face of the rock. During

my third visit this part was carefully examined,

and it is certain that Sapper's configuration is

incorrect. A somewhat similar figure is found.

INDIAN NOTES





HUCKERBY—GRENADA PETROGLYPHS PL. IX
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according to Mallery/^ in a petroglyph in the
vicinity of San Francisco mountain, Arizona.
The figure next presented (8) is found
at the left of this section, very near
to the ground.

Plate IV.—This represents the

most interesting section of the rock.

The inverted copy reveals the fact

that the original inscriber, probably
intentionally, made two of the figures

to represent two different objects. The process

of erosion has not gone so far on this side as on
the top of the bowlder. Attention is called to

the oblique eyes of the figure on
the left of the plate, also to the

ears of the bottom head. Ears
of this form are found in petro-

glyphs in Alaska, as given by
Mallery.16

The next figure (9), represent-

ing a grotesque head, appears on
a section of the rock between the points shown
in plates iv and v.

Plate V.—On account of the close proximity
of the river, it was found difficult to obtain a

near view of this section. The large bowlders

&
10 11

beneath the shadow of the rock, if present at the
time the stone was originally engraved, would
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162 PETROGLYPHS

have aided in the operation of incising the
figures.

On the part of the rock overhanging the
river are the two figures shown in the accom-
panying illustrations (10, 11). These are not
seen in pi. \'. On the eastern side of the rock
are two others, shown in 12, 13.

13

^f Plate VI.—This petroglyph is between two
huts in Victoria. The eyes and the mouth of

the head to the right of the principal figure are

cut on the surface of a natural elevation. As
stated in the general description, the engravings
face the east.

Plate VII.—This example is situated on the

coast line, near to the road leading from Mctoria
to Gouyave. It was found difficult to deter-

mine whether the depression indicated on the

top of the bowlder was of natural or of artificial

formation. It has the appearance of being

artificial, therefore it has been included. The
engravings face the east.

Plates VIII, IX.

—

Colonarie Petroglyph, St

Vincent. As this petroglyph was discovered

after the article on the St Vincent petroglyphs
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had been published, it has been thought advis-

able to include it here.

It is the only example found in the district

known as the Carib country. Its discovery is

of the first importance, not only because of its

unique position, but also on account of the

engravings being altogether different from the

others of the island. It is situated about three-

quarters of a mile from the sea, in Colonarie

valley. The figured section of the rock faces

the east, and the river is a few yards away. It

is to be regretted that it was not found possible

to include all the markings in the photographic

exposure, but the characters indistinctly seen

or entirely absent from the plate were carefully

sketched and are given herewith

(pi. ix). The only figure which
has any resemblance to any other

St Vincent engravings is the one

seen at the top of the stone (14).

This is a slight modification of one
of the Lodge Village petroglyphs.

Engravings approaching the configuration of

pi. IX, a, but lacking the bottom curve, have
been discovered among the California petro-

glyphs . The dumb-bell forms (b) are similar to

engravings in the petroglyphs near VisaVa,

Cal.,1' also^^ with slight modifications on the

"Marked Rocks" at Pipestone, Minn. Fig. e

is inscribed on a rock at Bajo de Canota, Argen-
tine Republic.i^ The irregularity and indefi-

niteness of many of the characters would incline

us to think that they represent the same cul-

ture as the carvings of the Buccament cave, St

Vincent.

14
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